
REMARKS OF MR. BRIDGES,
Or FRANKLIN,

elivered in the House of Commons of North Ca-

rolina in faTorof his Resolutions in relation to the
North Carolina Rail Road.
Mr. Sprajkr: I rise to offer a few remarks in
inport of the Resolutions which I presented to the

a few days ago. 1 know, sir, that there are
touse whose opinions differ from mine in regard

i Internal improvement by tne oiaie. . x uu
leerfullj concede to them the rigrht to entertain and
rge their peculiar views, while I claim for myself
e same privilege. I wish to discuss this subject
irly and frankly before this House, and ben leave
:re to remark that I am clearly of the opinion that
is subject should involve no party issue, and hope
never may ; because in it all parties without dis-icti- on

are interested. I admit, sir, that there may
a time, and that time not far in the future, when it

ill be not only expedient but absolutely necessary to
nild the North Carolina Rail Road ; but I contend
at the present is not. the timet Why do I thus

intend ! Look you to the Governor's Message and
hat do you there find ! That the State is clear of

ebt, with money plenty and to spare 1 No, sir, but
tat she is involved in a heavy debt; and the present
legislature is called npon to make provisions to pay,
ot the principal, but the interest ot that debt. Allow
la to inquire, sir, what has thus involved it in debit

JVill it be denied that the proper answer to this ques- -
n is Railroads t It;will doubtless be contended,
Veotlemen who differ from me on this subject,

at the Raleigh and Gastou Railroad is no Road at
1, and should not therefore be received as a speci-e- n.

That is a sound principle which directs men
'judge of the future by the past. Sir, I well re
flect that during me session. oi tne legislature in
38 the stockholders in this said Raleigh and Gas--
n Railroad asiembled around this Hall as thick as
ackbirds around an oat stack, and had more to do
legislation than did the members elect; declaring

at that Road would yield a large dividend, and that
e State should not lose one cent by suffering her
me to be used as security.

1 ask what has been the result t Did those
who then reasoned with so much philosophy

plausibility comply wiih their promises?
prove that they did not. Will it be assumed

ISir, are more honest now than they were in '38 ?

I think. Indeed, sir, have not the
in the North Carolina Rail Road already, in

of one of their. By-La- practiced
ud upon the people I I assert tnai tney nave, ana
Iproof of the assertion adduce the testimony of a

ember of the Board of Directors, who is present.
e honorable gentleman from Wake. W hat did he
y t He. said the stockholders were to have prefer- -.

bee in taking contracts. Is this alii No, Sir. He
Id the people, when the individual stockholders

icked about $80,000 of making up the million to be
bbscnbed by them, that he would prove to those
ho would take stock that they would Jose nothing.

ten admitting their stock to be of no value. How
U he establish this position t Why, said he, if you
ie stock to the 'amount of $5,000 you can have a
ntract of $15,000, by which means you will make
ore money than you would by keeping your hands
i your farm. And how was this made manifest t
hy, sir, by showing that any one who would take

ock to the amount of $5,000 would be entitled to
a estimated contract of $15,000. And Dow was

to be estimated, or how was this esti--

hto be madet It was to be so made as to allow
taking a contract one dollar per day for

hand that be might worn.
Jet us examine these promises for a moment,

!ch the jwages of each hand to be one dollar per
then, according to, the conditions of the charter.

i te State pays 66$ cents of that sum and the Individ
i 33 cents. Allow 26 days to the month, j are to be opened for new subscribers, or the necessa-ic- h

hand employed by a contractor earns of the State's rv amount raised by selling-ne- stock, or by borrow- -
jnd $17,33 per month excellent wages. So it inr on the credit of the company, and that' of the

' icomes manifest, Mr. Speaker, that stockholders in
is enterprise stand in the relation of attain co-p- a rt--
rs to the State putting in 33 cents to the dollar

Id taking it out again without sustaining the least
fes, the "whole risk of loss resting upon the State.
loreover, it seenis from the above tacts, that the sum

two millions of dollars is to accomplish the work
whicn the charter contemplates three millions. I

vv ask is this not a- violation. of justice, .admitting ;

jio be no violation ot tne cnarier is n not granting
elusive privileges, which the Constitution express-
ly.. .u:j

wish, in the next place, to examine the act of the
islatureof 1843-- 9, which granted this charter.

. . . .- 1 T 1 1 Iat does mat act provide i j.i provides mui wuen
one million shall have been subscribed, 5 per

t paid in, and the work commenced in inree years,
Company shall be incorporated. It further pro- -
s that whenever the sum ol tfkUU,UUU shall nave

paid bv individuals, the Board of Internal liu--
Jveinent shall subscribe $2,000,000 one fourth to

. paid as soon as the work is commenced, and the
s pe sum at the expiration of every six months therei-
n fir, till the whole sum is paid. Now, sir, how
' is that act propose to meet the pavment of this

i ! It proposes to authorize the public Treasurer
issue certificates signed by himself and counter--
ned by the Coniptroller,.in sums not less than one

;

u sand usilars each, with the laith ol the folate
iir-- d to redeem those bonds. Is this all ! No

Die stock owiied by the Stale is to be also
ged ; as if those passing the act were in doubt
iher the credit of the State was not impaired, and

elieve such apprehensions gave a mortgage upon
Slate s stock. Mr. Speaker. I invite gentlemen
xatuine the reports from 1838 up to the present

p, and see what amount of debt has been brought
n the Slate hy Railroads. And sir, who have
i benefitted ! It has been affirmed that all the
Ih have been benefitted. This I deny, with the

a ail id conviction that in so doing 1. express the sen- -
ii; fnt entertained by two thirds of the freemen of
Voth Carolina, who to-d- ay would testify that they
u aie not been benefitted one farthing. But it is ur--

j

that whatever may nave been the results of other
ems ot internal improvement in ine state, tne
tral Rail Road will benefit every man. Now,
speaker, if this enterprise promises such onques- -
ble proht, why in. the name ot reason has not a

cient number of individuals become convinced of
take the whole stock, independent of the State's

operation J Is it answered that individuals pos- -
qot the necessary capital ! Sir, this is no answer

all ; for is there nt more money vested in Bank
SI - mm... 7nrl li fsirnlinfiw. ....... th.n....... i a .I"'"'"--rafliii.ita tn' Kiitl.i cKa

firalI Railroad, and is not that stock owned by in- -
Wtuals! This 1 presume no gentlemsin will pre--
i to deny. He then comes it to pass, Mr. Spea- -
ilhat vidualsare not. now able to raise $3,000- -

.)) The reason is obvious; It is not because ot
Jlity but disinclination, growing out of a well
nded apprehension that this said xorin Carolina
road will be a losing project. Thus clearly de--
strating the tact-tha- t men are anxious inat the

should assume a risk which they are not will- -
o incur themselves. As I nave Deiore remarked.

b individual stockholders can lose nothing, even
f ftting their stock to hie of no value; but in the

tit of a failure, the State is bound to lose the two
dons, the amount of which she is pledged to take

k. And where will this two millions go to 7

ill be drawn by individual stockholders from the
ic Treasury to pay the wages of hands by-- them
oyed in working out their own contracts, l said
11 be drawn from the public Treasury, which in
ness is not correct, because we have no money

public Treasury for that purpose ; but all know
odification necessary to establish the aptness of

expression.
pay we have no money in our Treasury for that
wse. But it is urged by the friends or the Koad
iwe have thirty years in which to pay it. Sup--

1 we do, suit we have the interest to nar semi
Illy, which kecording to the usual method of Cal- -

will amount to upwards of one hundred 'aidfion, thousand dollars. But the 'principal
I remain unpaid fhirty years, at. fhe expiration of
cn time, we, in an unman probability, will be
fing in our graves,, havjng eft this heavy debt ;

the shoulders of oar offspring. Sir, I am un- -
'B pnvaii upon my piuiuren a naraen which I

Wiling jo bear myself. herpfore, I fay if
" m.cv fit w !(ine oj posteri-tu- s

commence it at once, and leave it not noon
ands of those who have no part or lot in con-n- g

the debt. Mr. Sneaker, allow me once mom
er to the circumstances under which the bill
passed chartering the North Carolina Railroad,

khat bill receive the sanction of a majority of the
bers who composed that Legislature ? No sir.
uveorsix meiuoers were absent, who, had they
present, wa are confidentlr assured wnnlr) hav

fed the measure. Was it fair dealimr. air. mv.
lothing of the expediency of the matter, to pass

nt uw a r.me, oj in o pjera rqujcmy of a
rote?.

Sir, I assert that this act was effected by a log roll'

i then

ing proceaurn in me ijegisiamre wnicn passed It.
And how does this appear! Why sir, the' strong
inenas oi ine roaa canea upon tne a) emhers from the
bast who resided contiguous to Neuse and Tar rivers,
promising them that if they would support the bill
chartering the Road, they (the friends of the Road)
would go for an appropriation of $40,000 to clear out
the Neuse from Smith field to Newbern, and $25,000
to clear out lar river from Washington to the falls
And what was the promise made to the Senator from
Richmond and Robeson; (Mr..Rowland t) That if he
would go for the Rosd. he should have $15.000-t- o

clear out Lumber river ; but v. hen his bill came up they
reiusea to give mm any tning ; ana i suppose be lost
sight or the time specified hy the rules for reconsid-
ering, and when he made a motion for that purpose,
was told by the Speaker that his motion was not in
order.

I this all t No sir. It is well recollected that
on this question there was a tie in the Senate, and if
was, per consequence , decided by the casting vote of
tne apeaKer.

Now, sir, does any man entertain, for one moment.
the opinion that if this question had been submitted
to the decision of the people, it would have been de
cided as it was decided t I presune no man in his
senses, will assume such a position. Then, sir, Is
it not evident to every reflecting mind, that the gov
ereign power has been taken from the people the
hard-fiste- d, hard-workin- g, tax-payi- people, who are
the props and support of every government- - rid

wielded by the hands ot a lew t fair, is this right!
Is it Kepublicanism I Is it Democracy? Is it not
rather making the people the conservative, and the
Representative the sovereign t And I wish here to
ask. can it possibly be doubted that if all the freemen
of North Carolina were here, in council assembled, a
majority of them would vote for my Resolutions !
Surely no sane manjan doubt it. If, then, the peo
ple are tor my measure, liow, in the name ot Kepub
licanism, can the representatives go against it!

Mr. Speaker, 1 wish foi a moment, to call the atten
tion of the House to that portion of the charter which
relates to the Kaleigh and Gaston Rail Ro-nd-. The act
provides that whenever the company shall subscribe
$500,000, they shall have the power to mortgage one
half of said road with its appurtenances to enable them
to purchase a part of the iron. It further provides, that
when they shall have expended this sum in J iron,
or heavy iron, weighing not less than 50 lbs to the
yard, and laid the same on the road, the Governor
shall be authorized to sell and convey to the said com-
pany one half of said road with its steam shops, en-
gines, water-station-s, &c, for the expenses incurred.

The act further provides, that from and after this
contract, the old stockholders and obligors to the
State shall be forever released from the payment of
the bonds which I contend they justly owe the btate.

Now, sir, the same question recurs here which I
had occasion to ask respecting the Central Road, and
to it precisely the same answer is applicable. The
question is, if stock in this road is to be so very pro
fitable, why have not the old stockholders taken it T

Is it not too obvious to need illustration, that serious
doubts are entertained respecting the profit of the stock,
the risk of which they are not willing to take upon
themselves, bat are perfectly willing that the people
should assume it s I his is another proof ot the pnn
ciple of to which I have taken oc
casion before to refer, as being entertained respecting
these railroads. It is notoriuis, Mr. Speaker, that a
lean minority aie seeking to be benefited without the
consent, yet, at the expense of a large majority.

There is one item which I omitted in speaking of
the Central Road, to which I will here briefly refer.
You recollect, sir, that the act provides that in the
event the contemplated sum, three millions of dollars,
should not be sufficient to build the road, the books

charter and works. And the manner in which the
same shall be done, in either case, is to' be prescribed
by the stockholders at a general meeting. I ask.
what is here shown ! Why, sir, most conclusively
that those whooted for the charter were in doubt
whether $3,000,000 would build the road; and durst
not fill the blank with the words, "the amount suf-
ficient to complete the work," fearing that it would,
be more than the people would submit to; and I sup
pose they thought the better plan was to leea tnem
on fl corn until they should so far progress with the
work that turning back would tie outoi tne question.
and then thev would administer the hard.

Mr. Speaker; I ask, is not here a fair chance for im
position! What amount cannot that company bor
row ! for two-thir- ds of which the State will be bound,
be it what it may. Then, sir, you have a corporate
company without limit, saying nothing of perpetuity.
so far as borrowing money on the credit and faith of
the State is concerned.

I am aware, Mr. Speaker, that many are ready to
pronounce me an anti-Kailro- ad and an anti-Intern- al

Improvement man throughout. But, sir, the princl
pies which I hold, respecting this subject merit no
such title. I am as much n favor of Internal Im
provement as any man here, provided the system be
conducted by individual enterprise. But. sir, when
the people are to be taxed to accomplish any system
the benefits of which are not, and cannot be equally
distributed throughout the whole tate, I feel bound
to record my vote against it. And my principle re
specting this subject, is by no means a novel one,
Sir. is not Great Britain more distinguished for Rail
Roads than any other empire on the Globe! And
what, pray, has been the policy which she has pur
sued in accomplishing her giant models of Internal
Improvement T Has it been a union ot olate with in
dividual enterprise 1 So far from it, sir. Parliament km
levied an mormvu tax on Railroads built by individual
effort. The same principle for which 1 am here con
tending has been clearly exemplified in the Northern
States of our own country. Examples are not want-
ing then to show that it is bad policy to combine the
State with individual enterprise ; for we are informed
that wherever such a onion has been effected, a all
ure has been Ihe result; but where individuals, un
aided by the State, have taken the matter in hand,
success has crowned their efforts. This I believe to
be the true policy, and the only policy which can
receive the sanction ot the freemen ot North Caroli-
na; and before I would sustain, either by word or
deed, a principle which I believe to be adverse tn the
wishes of a majority ot my constituents, J would re
sign my seat and go home.

1 have now done in regard tn this subject, what in
good conscience I have conceived to be my duty,' and
the will ot my constituents, by which latter consid
eration mv conduct shall be strictly guided so long
as they see fit to honor me with their confidence.

RAIL. ROAD MEETING IN MILTON.
Agreeable to public notice a large and respectable

meeting oi me cmanis ui lviiim'ii aiiu 119 viviimv
convened at 1'emperance Hall, on Thursday evening
the 12th December, 1850.

The meetingjwas organized on motion of Mr. Wat- -
kins, by calling James K. vallum, lntenuant 01 roi-ic- e

to the Chair, and appointing C. N. B. Evans and
Wm. M. Nance as Secretaries. ,

The object of the meeting having been stated by
the Chairman, it was addressed at S3me length by
N. J. Palmer Esq.. on the importance of a Rail Road
from Milton to connect with the Central Rail Road
about to be constructed, from Goldsborough to Char
lotte N. C, who offered the following resolutions:

Resolved, That a Delegation be appointed by the
meeting to visit the City of Raleigh and obtain, if
practicable, from our Legislature, a charter for a Rail
Road on the most advantageoun terms, from Milton
to connect with the North Carolina Central Rail
Road, at the most convenient and eligible point.

Resolved, That our Senator and Representati"' in
the present General Assembly be and they are here-
by earnestly requested ro use" thejr besjl eortis tq ob-

tain llj'i'j Charter, the same being ifa objject in which
the citizens of he whole pounty are deeply interes-
ted.

The resolutions havjng been rea4 and unanimously
adopted by the meeting." j

The following Delegate vpere appointed : John
Kerr,. Esq., Richard L Sniith, Esq., M. McGehee,
Esq., Dr. N. M. Rjon, Ns J. Rainier, Esq., and J.

E,sq. .

On motion the name of the Chairman of the meet
ing was added to thft Pelegaljon.

un motion, t , .

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be
signed by the Chairman and Secretaries, and pulT
imbed in . the Aljlton, HiJlstjoroy ureenaoorp , ana
Raleigh Papers. ; ,

The meeting then adjourned,
JV R, CALLUS, fm,

C, N, B Knit", g..- -. . ,

REMARKS OF MR. CAMERON,
Of CUMBERLAND,

; Delivered in the Senate, on the 23d December, 1850,
on the Resolutions of Mr. Wood fin, relating to an
extension of the North Carolina Rail Roadast
and west.
Mr. Speaker: 1 do not purpose, sir,'to detain the

- Senate long, on .the subject now under consideration,
but a duty! ove to myself and to those whose hum-
ble representative I am on this floor, impels mats a
task, J would gladly have seen undertaken by an-
other. I'am aware sir, that in taking the position 1
feel constrained to take on this 'subject, I shall lay
myself 'open to the charge that has been made on this
floor, against those who do not go the whole figure
on the subject of Internal Improvements, as being
aemaogues and pandcrers to the prejudices of the
.people.- - tsut. sir, whether 1 am charged as such, in
this, chamber or out ot it, l snail discharge my duty.

As I understand the resolutions on your table, they
propose certain declarations to be avowed by this
General Assembly, as the settled policy of the State
in the extension of-th- e Central Road cast to Beaufort
and west to the Tennessee line ; and the Senator who
introduced them, has given notice in advance, that
they are adopted, lie shall then ask an appropriation
for making surveys, and estimates ot the probable
cost of such an undertaking. Now, Mr. Speaker,
there will be found, I imagine, few individuals who
would not desire to see the 'resources of our State
developed to the fullest extent, and who would not
express that desire in the form of resolutions or oth-

erwise, who nevertheless, would be unwilling to em-
bark the State as a copartner in a scheme, which may,
and probably will cost many millions of dollars, at a
time too, when the State is already involved actually
and prospectively in several millions of debt. I s.;y
prospectively, the State is about to become thui a
debtor. Well now, Mr. Speaker, it may be that I
have not kept pace with the more than locomotive
speed of the imaginations of some persons on this sub-
ject, and that I may be considered as behind'the times.

I was not a member of the last Legislature,, and
had not the pleasure of hearing the very able and elo-
quent speeches made on this subject. But, sir, I wai
not an inattentive observer of what passed here. If
my memory does not fail me, we were told, that by
the construction of the Central Road, from its inter--secti- on

with the Wilmington Road to the town of Char
lotte, and from- thence by tbe Turnpike Road over the
mountains to the Tennessee line, North Carolina was
to be regenerated, redeemed and disenthralled that
she was to be cut loose from her 'state of vassalage
to Virginia and South Carolina. Wei I, sir, charters for
these works were passed, and the initiatory steps have
been taken to construct them. But before a spadeful of
earth has been thrown up before the charter of the rail
road has been actually secured by the necessary amount
to be paid by individuals, we are called, on to com-
mit the State, so far as can be done by resolution, to
a still more gigantic scheme. The people of the
State have scarcely recovered from the surprise of
what they considered a vast undertaking, before they
are brought to contemplate in the distance, 'tis true
sir a scheme that might have staggered even a De-Wi- tt

Clinton. For one, Mr. Speaker, I thank Ihe
Senator from Buncombe, for thus early shadowing
forth the ultimate end of those who advocate these
resolutions. We at least cannot complain of a snap
judgment. It is my purpose now, Mr. Speaker, to
notice some of the arguments brought forward in
support of the resolutions.

The subject of Internal Improvements in this State
has long occupied the public mind, and the advantages
of Railroads have been the the Tie of many an orator.
It is doubtless true, as asserted by the Senator from
Guilford, that the failures attendant on those schemes
in North Carolina, hitherto have tended to retard the
spirit that has been some time awakened, particular-
ly the failure of the Raleigh and Gaston Road. But,
sir, ifall thead vantages were to flow from the construc-
tion of Railroads, as described so eloquently by the
Senators who have preceded me, I can hardly think
that one failure, or many failures, would thus long
have operated to prevent the Slate's becoming a part-
ner in these works. It is not that, sir; the cause lies
deeper it is the geographical position of yonr State,
and the consequent impracticability of eoncentmting
the trade of the State within the limits of the State.
The people inhabiting the counties on the northern
borders of North Carolina, find un easier market in

- another State, and they will continue to seek that mar-
ket. The people residing in the western and south-
western counties, find their interest leads them to the
markets of South Carolina and Georgia, and sir, if
the Central Road was to run from the extreme wes-
tern limits of the State to the Ocean, such in my
opinion would be the case. Senators have described
in glowing colors the condition of the northern Stafps,
and ascribed their present prosperous situation to the
Railroads they have constructed. Here again. Mr.
Speaker, is in my opinion another error; the effect is
put for the cause. The people of the North have
been enabled to construct their roads and other im-

provements, by ihe tax levied on southern labor by
means of Congresisonal legislation. A protectee ta-

riff, which was the policy of the government for many
years, (but happily no longer so,) has created an
amount of wealth at the North, justifying them in
embarking in these works of Interna) Improvement.
The large soma of money drawn from the national
treasnry, annually appropriated for public works at
the North; has enriched these States, while the pro-
ducing States of the South Jiave been impoverished by
this unequal taxation and distribution. With few
exceptions, the southern States have received but li'.tle
at the hnnds of the general government, and if there
be any truth in 'he remark, that individual wealth
constitutes tfie wealth of a nation, then, it is no lon-
ger a matter of surprise that the North is prosperous,
while the South remains stationary, or at any rate, is
not so far advanced in wealth and prosperity.

Mnch stress was laid on the success attending the
' opening of the Erie Canal. Do gentlemen reflect on

the connexion which that Canal affords t that the
inland seas which abound in the western portions of
New York are surrounded by lands as fertile as any
on the globe, and that tn make these lands available
a communication mnst he had with the ocean, and
that this connection could only be had by means of a
Canal! But here lean see no parallel. We have
no inland seas thongh we have fertile lands ; yet,
unfortunately, fhese lands are so situated as to be in-

vited o a market beyond the limits of the State; and
I strongly incline to the opinion that if your Railroad
was built to connect the " blue waves of he ocean"
with the " blue mountains " of the west, that the
trade of that country would continue to find its outlet
through its accustomed channel.

But, sir, Senators have pointed to Georgia, a Sou-

thern Slate, "as evidence of the utility of Railroads.
No one, sir, I presume, questions their utility when
they can be constructed without imposing too heavy
a burthen on the people. Gentlemen will recollect
the 'fact that Georgia has been enabled to create a
fund for internal improvement through the means of
the pnblic domain lying within her borders ; as have
also all the new Slates who have embarked in these
works. Scarcely a Congress passes without making
donations of lands for purposes of internal improve-
ment. Have we any facilities of this kind ! Can
North Carolina enter the lists, nnaided 'as she has
been and will be, with the young States of the west,
who are furnished hy the general government so lib-

erally out of the common fund ! Can she hope to
pursue with the same rapidity this desirable (if you
choose 'to call it so) emulation against such fearful
odd 8, without exciting some apprehensions as to the
probable consequences! It is known toall that the
appropriations made by "the last Legislature exci-
ted alarm, and in some minds discontent. I do not
mean to discuss their merits or demerits now. These
acts have become the law of the land and must be
acquiesced in, and the public have begun to be recon-
ciled to them ; but I warn gentlemen that hy going
jtop lar now they will cause a reaction in the public
mind against the .whole scheme, and retard rather
than advance the cause they advocate. Prudence
would seem te dictate ihe policy of finishing wljal is
)egun before embarking in other and more extended

--plans. Give me demonstration of the practicability
of what you propose to do by showing the results of
Rome attempts ; then with public confidence enlisted
in favor of this scheme, yon may hope to unite the
public voice, and not until then. Confidence is a
plant of slow growth, easily nipped in the bad, and
when once destroyed not easily . resuscitated. Let
Senators then be cautions, for they will by pverweepr
ing anxiety make opponent to-th- cause, when no
necessity exists for it. Believing, Mr. Speaker, that
these resolutions are premature and calculated to do
no goird,1 but on the enntrary much of harm to the
interests of the State, shall vote against thrq in
their present shape, V '"'."

I come now to noce tome of the remarks which
fell fron) the Senator from M oore. He tells Tm, sir,
l1t fcis ampotfrasnt was offered, not to relieve tifs

mind from any embarrassment; for he felt none, b'u
could vote for the resolutions in their original shape,
but that. some of his friends were placed in apposition
ot embarrassment, for myself sir, 1 wish to say that
1 have felt-n-o wsy embarrassed my coarse has been
formed from the beginning, and I only desire to be
understood that the proposition to amend, as suggest
ed by the Senator from loore, did not originate witn
me. : His amendment certainly makes the original

'proposition less objectionable, but does not remove
all the objections. -

The Senator from Moore has felt it his duty to re
flect on a portion of my constituents, in a manner
tliat requires a few words from me. Why he has
done so I eannot say. He says that the people of
rayetteville think. that " wmdom was born with them
and wtll die with them. These were his words
think sir. Now what act of theirs justifies such a
declaration! 1 should like to know it. Like every
other community, they are alive .to their interests.
and I am yet to be told, the lime or the occasion when
they have arrogated to themselves, superior wisdom
or sagacity. They have had reverses incident to all
commercial communities they have met these re-

verses as men should meet them they have worked
themselves out of them' as well as they could, and if
their misfortunes have made them cautious, it is an
evidence of prudence, for which they should be com,
mended.

The Senator says they did not subset ibe, and com
plains of it, to the projected improvements on 'the
Cape Fear River above Fayeiteville, undei the late
charter. On that subject, sir, I am not particularly
informed, though my impression is that some stock
was taken how much, if any, I know not. But in
this connexion he ought to have told you-tha- t they
'were then bending all their energies to secure the
charter for the rlanfc .Koad to the west. &ir, lliey
have succeeded in this laudable enterprise,- - and they
have the proud satisfaction of seeing that eminently
useful work in a course of rapid completion. .This
was the 'reason why but little stock was taken in the
River scheme not that they were indifferent to or
opposed to it. If there were any such, 1 know them
not. Another reason, Mr. Speaker, which occurs to
me at this moment, why they did not subscribe to the
river improvement was the further fact that they were
desirous of securing the Bank charter granted by the
last Legislature. By the aid ot some stock subscri-
bed abroad, the charter was secured, and the institu
tion is now in successful operation.

The Senator spoke, I thought, sneeringly of the
former attempts to improve the river by means of a
canal, calling it a dirty, muddy ditch. Well, sir, I
agree wiih him that it was what I should denominate
a " sublime failure. " But who, Mr. Speaker, pro-

jected that.improveinent and failed in its completion!
Not those, sir, with whom wisdom is born," but
by one of your scientific h.ngineers, brought from
Europe by the State and kept in her employment
for a number of years'. He projected it he sur-

veyed it he pronounced it practicable, and like
some others of the present day, made large calcula-

tions on paper as to the profits. .Were they realized,
sir! Go ask those who on the faith of these calcu-

lations embarked their means in the hope of improv-

ing "the State and their own fortunes, but who were
doomed to disappointment. Is it for this that the
Senator thus spoke of them 1 Had they not good rea-

son forthe exercise of caution and a little prudence t
Well sir, the Senator spoke of a Railroad in that
place a Rail Road without iron. True, sir, there
was one there of that description, about a mile in
length. It was an experiment made by the people
themselves, at their own expense, and when it was
found not to answer, it was abandoned and there was
an end ot it; those who paid their money, submitted
to the loss ; and sir, what of that ! Is that a subject of
reflection on their patriotism or their intelligence !

The Senator also' spoke of the opposition of the
people, or a portion of them, to Gov. Manly, for his
course in relation to the location of the Plank Road.
It was an honest difference of opinion as to the best
route. They thought, or at least a portion of them.
that bv nursuinr a line that would soonest reach the j

grain growing country of the Deep River, the more
trade and travel they would invite to the road. The
Governor thought such a route might conflict with
the interests of the Navigation Company, and as the
representative of all the interests of the State, felt it
to be his duty (hpnestly. I have no doubt,) to cast
the vote of the State fot a different route.

Mr. Speaker, I n:ay possess less sensibility than others

around me. 1 may not be as sensible to the
charms of eloquence or the force of logic as some
others, but there is one emotion of the human heart,
that 1 am peculiarly alive to, and that is regret at
parting with a friend. Sir, I could resist the strong
and lucid loo-i-c ofthe Senator from Buncombe, the soft
and persuasive eloquence of the Senator from Cnven,
the hold and thrilling bursts of reason that fell from
the Senator from Guilford ; but sir, when the Senator
announced from his place with the gravity that indi-
cated sincerity, that unless something was done for
North Carolina at this session of the Legislature he
would leave the State, I confess my courage had
well nigh failed, for indeed, sir, I felt very sorry.

Sir, 1 trust the Senator will reconsider his determi-
nation ; that he will unite with ihose of us who ex-

pect to remain in advancing as far and as fast as it
can safely be done, the interests of North Carolina.
With her my destiny is ldenunea, lor weal or lor
woe. I stand by her, and 1 intend to stand by her,
whether she builds Railroads or does not build them.
I feel keenly every thing that aflects her interests
shall b orv in her prosperity, anu snail watcti witn
jealous care her rights, her interests, and her honor.

.

Correspondence of the Baltimore Sun.J
Washington, Dec. 26, 1850.

The Union Movement Great Union Party Seward
and the President Quiet tn Congress, $'c.

The Union movement in the North goes on pros-
perously ; and it has made such rapid progress, in the
last three months, that many predict for ii complete
success before the next fall elections. In the towns
and cities, both parties fell into it with zeal and unan-
imity. I am much struck with the fact that in places
where the.spirit of abolitionism has revelled without
check, for years, as in New Haven and Bath, nearly
the whole mass of legal voters have come up to the
rescue of the Union and the Constitution.

But it is not necessary lhat we should be deceived
by a deceitful claim. If we find the old parties still
clinging to those separate organizations, and both
ready lo purchase State and federal power and patro-
nage by at elections, wirli the free-soil-e-

then we shall have peace and quiet only lill after
the fall elections. ' ' No man who notices the Seward
organs and is conversant wuh their movements and
policy can fail to perceive that he is gathering strength
by rest, and will be prepared to arise refreshed like a

giant from his slumbers.
The positions taken in some Southern States, are

at this moment availed of as the best capital of the
fugitive law and party of the North.
The truce between Seward and the President, is
looked upon with suspicion. His constant appear-
ance at the White House; his overtures for present
quiet, when he has no object in, and no strength for,
agitation ; the retention by his followers, of all the
offices w.orth having in New England and New York ;

his control of. and identity ot interest with some oi
the publicoflices here; his effectual command of the
State government of New York, and undoubted suc-

cess in defeating Mr. Dickinson, as a candidate for
to the U. S. Senate all these things com-

bined render doubtful and precarious the present calm.
A Union party cannot be consolidated while the

great prizes of politics are to be won only by court-

ship of the Abolition party, which, in another year,
will again be strong enough to hold the balance of
power.

Congress is very quiet, dull, and thinly attended.
Many members areabsent, and for that reason as well
as for the reason that there is little or nothing to do,
both Houses have concluded to give to the holidays
the rest of the week. low.

GqutjrrEjfuj'ErT Spanish Coins. Thompson's Bank
Note Reporter cautions the public against receiving
Spanish silver coins. Spanish dojlars are in circula-

tion whjph a re such excellent counterfeits that the
ordinary tests with acids are of no avail. They are
of copper, thickly coated with silver, and Pn 'only be
detected by fj ling.

Dr. Mcllvaine, a distinguished physician of Char
lone, says the Small Pox is in that plape, as he be-

lieves, from a careful examination, Who is to decide

when doctors disagree ? Ahevjlle Nevot.

r Universittt or Virginia. There are 365 students
at the University this session, a number exceeding
that of any previous, year since its foundation. There
are 9$ students frore other States. .

4

SEMI- - WEEKLY STANDARD
Tlie Comstlmrlon and tbe TCnlon of tbe Statrss

.' They mast b Prest-r-vrd- .

RALEIGH:
IVI3D.1 UsDAY. J ANVAUY 1, 1851;

THE DEAF AND DUMB GOV. MANLY.
W felt it to be our duty, in our paper of the 31st

December, to correct some misstatements in the late
Report ef Gov. Manly as President of the Literary
Board, so far as that Report lourhed the affairs of'ihe
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. Wre did this in
no unkind spirit, and with no disposition to do injus-
tice to Gov. Manly. , Indeed, we not only disclaimed
any wish to annoy a " fallen foe," but our article it-

self, bears ample evidence in its every line lhat we
merely sought to "correct his misstatements, a.d to
eel forth the facts, as they exist, before the Legisla-
ture and the public." .

The Raleigh Register Gov. Manly's organ in-

stead of acknowledging the truth of our statements,
and treating our remarks in the same spirit in which

.5 t!iey were made; flies into a passion puts on airs
denounces our article as maligntifntand hitler "and
finally indulges in charges and insinuations aga"i,iisi
the Board of Directots of the .Institution andCthe
Principal of the Institution, which a re unjust, illib-
eral, and totally unfounded in fact. '

'

'. Now, what we have to say lo the Register in re-

gard to our statements is, that we adhere to. the facts
as set forth in our first article; that those facts have
not been met by the Register, nor can they be. That
paper may evade and plead specially, as it has done
already; but an enlightened public will see 'through
that, and will know that the Register's course in this
matter was dictated by the determination to defend
Gov. Manly, r'mht or wrong.
. The Register endeavors to produce the impression
that Gov. Manly did not know, at the time of making
his Report, that there were more than eighteen pupils
in the Institution. We do not say lhat that paper
makes any direct assertion to this effect, but this is

. the inference to be drawn from its remarks. We re- -;

peat, the list handed in by the Principal, of the names
"of pupils whose Counties had not paid for them, fur--

. nishes no criterion by which to judge ofthe number
of pupils actually in attendance. In May, 1850, there
were twenty-tw- o pupils in attendance, twenty rof
whom were beneficiaries in whole or in part; hut yet
the Governor, proceeding upon the number of eigh-

teen, whose Counties had not paid, and going bach to
May, 1850, recommends that, on account of the smull-ncs- s

of the number of pupils at that Ume, the annual
appropriation be curtailed! And in the financial por-

tion of the same Report, as if to strengthen this rec-

ommendation, the Governor makes a mistake of $5,-00- 0,

the result of which mistake goes to show that
the Institution has on hand $5,000 more than it re-

ally possesses for Educational purposes ! ! The. Reg-

ister does noi even allude'to this point in iis attemp-

ted reply.
Now, we take leave to state the fact that the. Gov-- -

ernor was authoritatively informed, before his Report
was made out, that the Institution had under'ils care
at least thirty pupils the preseul session ; and this

. information was given hi in in order that he might
avail himself of it, if he should think proper to do so, in
his Report to the Asembly. . He Ittiew, at the time
he wrote his Report, that there were thirty pupils.
Why did he not allude to this fact! Why diJ ho go
back six months, and take an assumed number as a

reason .why the appropriation sho-il- be reduced ! !

Would, it .have given him much trouble to have said
that nolo ihe Institution numbers thirty pupils, where
as, in May, 1850, it numbered eighteen, so Jar as he
knew? Did not this large increase give occasion for
expressions of gratification at the prospects of the
Institution! And was not-he- , as the head of the

State, the very officer to express that gratification i
And yet, on this score, he is silent!

The Register admits, in one breath, "the ability
of the Board of Directors to manage the affairs of the
Institution," and their "determination to manage
them properly"; and yet. in the next breath, speaking

.of the annual appropriation, it asks ii the whole

amount is to be absorbed every year by the Deaf and
Dumb, " or is it to be devoted to certain- other pur-

poses ?" What does this mean ! Is the Editor of
the Register willing to let that expression go without
explanation ? j

But the most 44 malignant " and ungenerous portion
of the Register's article is that which' assumes.' that
the Superintendent of the Institution (Mr. Cooke)
wrote our article of Ihe 21st December, or tuat we
were 44 instigated " to it by that gentleman. The
Register does not 44 directly charge'" this on the Su-

perintendent, but assumes it as the 4 current impres-

sion." That paper, in a word, only insinuates. The
charge is totally unfounded the insinuation is un-

worthy of the Editor of the Register., The Superin-
tendent of the Institution neither wrote nor instiga-

ted " that article. We did not copy it, but we wrote
it, every word, with our own hand, and we are re-

sponsible for it. It was our own article, conceived

and written by us, and by no one else. Will lhat
satisfy the Register! And if so will not that paper
do the Superintendent the simple justice to set him

right in this respect?
The Register, after assuming that the Superintend-

ent had a hand in our article of the 2lst December,

says. 44 if the motives of the Executive ofthe State
are to he questioned and his integrity impugned, by

one ofthe State's servants, through the medium of a

party newspaper, it is high time that a stop should.be
put to such conduct." Now we assert that the 44 mo-

tives " of the Executive have not been 44 questioned,"
nor his 44 integrity impugned " bat if such had been
the case, and if even the Superintendent had done
this thing, who and what is " the Executive"! Is
not he, also, 44 one of the State's servants " ! Is he
Irresponsible, or above comment or censur! If so,
then are ,the principles of the sedition law in full force
among us, without having been enacted, and opera-

ting, too, under thv special supervision of the Editor
of the Register! We congratulate the Editor on his
new position; but we feat he will not be able to pre-

vent some people from .speaking freely and truly of
41 dignities." This is a free country,, and when the
sedition laws are indeed revived and put in 44 tull
force and virtue," we expect to be informed of the
fact, and to govern ourselves accordingly. We shall
consent to no 44 snap judgment."

As the Register, by charging the authorship of our
article on some one else than the Editor of this paper,
has opened the door for questions of this character,
we beg leave to "know of that paper if He Editor
wrote the reply which we are now noticing ! Was'
that article written by the Editor, or was it copied f
And if copied, who wrote it! And if not copied,

bat set np from the manuscript, whose manuscript
was it! Wat it Gov,. Manly's ! And if he did not

write it, did he not furnish statements for the writer
of it! Answer---y- e or no, .

There are other point in this matter we might no-

tice, if we had the necessary space. We repeat, we
have no wish for controversy on this subject neither
have we any disposition to deal unjustly with Gov.
Manlr. Our course, we trust, hat shown this. We
liare sought only to co rwt bi wisstatemeott tod to j

lay the facts before the public ? and when insinna
tionsfrave been tbrown.pul against the Board and the'
Principal of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb'
we have contented ourselves with showing now base'
less those insinuations are. . Loss we could not hive-don- e,

injustice to the Principal, to ourselves, or tor
the. members of the Board. "

VTIIB LEGISLATURE".
We refer lo our columns for the proceed'' --

ings of the two Houses, from Tuesday thc'24tK W
Saturday inclusive. We are compelled to omil Mon
day's proceedings. - " - -

.

In the Senate,1 on Monday, the Slavery, question .

was taken Hp and made the order. of ihe d.iy for yes-- '
terday The bill incorporating the Raleigh and Gas
ton Road,' and making provisions for improving if
was disenssed, but no final aclion was liad npon it
The. b.ill to the SjerchanlV Bjink'of New- -

bern, passed its second reading. Ad Mr. Woodfio
introduced a bill, which was read the first time, pro-

viding for a representation on the part of the: State- -

in the North Carolina Rail Road.. . . . :. .

In the House, on Monday, the bill for the relief of
purchasers of Cherokee Lands was rejected, Rye "'

50, noes' 51.. --The friends of this bill hope to get if
reconsidered, apd finally passed. - hill to etUib'
lish a neW'Cconty by the name of Williams wif
reported from the Committee, and also rejected. The "

question of Constitutional Reform was discussed ut '

length' by Messrs. Caldwell of'G., Brogden, and
Steele ; and Mr. Person of Moore, hns the floor fo
Tuesday on the same question. Gen-- . Saunders gave .

notice of a Resolution to terminate the debate-e- this1
question on Tuesday (yesterday) at four o'clock, oh- - .

which day the vole will probably be utken, " '
The subject of Slavery was taken ep and made lb

special order for

We do not perceive that Congress is doing any
thing of general interest. Thus far, the vile spirit
of Abolitionism has been kept under. This is cause
for congratulation. We hope that this salutary quiet
may continue.

We observe that Mr. Clay has given notice of an
effort to raise our Tariff-taxe-s. He says he wishes
to see the Tariff of 1846 taken np and " acted on in .

a kind, a liberal, and friendly spirit." Mr. Clay will
not be gratified in this respect The country is doing
very well under the Tariff of 1846, and the peopl
will not permit it to be disturbed.

We are compelled, in order to keep op with the
proceedings, to devote the greater portion of oor space
lo them, and lo Speeches delivered in the Legislature,
We hope the lovers of general news and miscellane-
ous reading, will bear with us for a few weeks. Af-

ter ihe session, we. shall endeavor to fill our paper
with matters of interest to all.

The late storm blew down mr.ny of the Telegraph
wires on the Northern line, and on this account we
have failed to get dispatches of late. We hope, here
after, to have dispatches more regularly.

Telegraphed for the Standards
New York, December 3!st, 1850.

Advance in Cotton. The Baltic has arrived, with .

latest Foreign news. Cotton has ad va need J to J of
a penny, fsales of the week 41,000 bales'. Bread- -
stuffs dull, and Naval Stores firm.' Political aspect
peaceful. ':. Eleven hundred bales of Cotton sold here
it previous rates, s" nee arrival of Ihe Baltic.

Mr. Kendall, of the Picayune, oarae in the Bailie,

Washington. December 31st, 1850
The Senate agreed yesterday to the House Resolu-

tion authorizing the assignment of Military land war-
rants.

The" Ledger office, Philadelphia, was destroyed hy
fire yesterday. ;

aXAD3.08.I33.
On Thurslay mornins, the 19th instant, bv the Rev.

John T. Sinclair, G. W. Goldston, Exq., of Chatham, 1

Mrs. ljlizaiicth U. Kamsey, of rituhorough.
In Rolesville,' on the 19th instant, by the Rev. W. T.

Brooks, Rev. W. M. Winirale, of Darlineton. S. C. to
Miss Mary E. Webb, daughter of the lute Jonathan R.
Weou of ocrtie County.

HCMC1PAI. ELECTION,

yTE are requested to announce T H O M A 3 M .
OLIVER as a Candidate for Commissioner

(,n the Eastern Ward,) at the aimuing Municipal Eire
I?; vrhich takes PUco on the 3rJ Monday in Lnuary,

LAW SCHOOL.,
.IT. II IL. JL, SB OH O UG Ml, ,v. a

rJ'HE next session of this Institution will commence
1 on the 15th of January, 1851, and continue until

the 7th of June following.
Young gentlemen who are desirous of reading ,lsw

with tho undersigned, will do well to attend at tlie'first
ofthe session, so that they may be formed into the ne-
cessary clasnes. This will benefit the pupil well us
lighten the labors of tbe teachers.

The one or the other of the instructors will have charge
of the School nearly all the year, and during a portion '

ofthe time both will be here to give instruction.
Text-!ook- s can be had here at the prices charged hy

Mr. E. J. Hale of Payetteville.
Tuition fees for the whole course of lejral instruction.

will be one hundred dollars.
' J. L. BAILEY,

NASH.
Hillshoro', Jan. 1, 1S50. 17 2m.

Invitation to Uie Bean Noudc.
Drop in and examine

Warburton'a Unique M'arMan Holiday MIAT,
Which will be introduced on Wedneiday, the first day

' ' of January, 1851. .'
It is the most graceful and truly superb Ilat ever pre--1

sented". R. TUCKER & SON,
No. 6 & 8, Fayettcvillo Street.'

Raleigh, Jan. 1, 1850. 17

A CAKK1AGE POI1 MLB
4 - SMALL handsome .New York Carriage, original
r cost .tiS65. ienns as the purchaser may wish.

R. M. SAUNDERS.
Raleigh, January Int. 17

To Carriage Makers.
rpWO good Wood Workmen wanted. Good wagea
L and steady employment given for twelve months.

A. A. McKETHAN.
Fayetto'ville, Dec. SG, 1850. 848 3U

Notice.
THE Subscriber lives near tbe Academy, and i well

to take eight or ten Male hoarder. Tib a
$8 per month. . GUILFORD LEWIS. -

Louisburg, N. C, January' 1, 1851. 17

If otlce
APPLICATION will be made ta the present

act to incorporate the Cententaea
Guards, in Edgecombe County.

December 2, 1850. .X ' '"' li ;

JLamp Oil.
Sperm and Common Lamp Oil just receivedPUREfor sate by

WILLIAMS, HAYWOOD Ic CO. "

Raleigh, January 1st, 1851. . ' 17

Gelatine for making Jelly.
I FRES H supply. of upru Gelatine jbt received

IV. and for sale P F. PESCVD
10


